Technology assessment of anesthesia monitors.
This essay argues that optimal utilization of anesthesia monitors requires careful technology assessment. This careful assessment is important because monitors may produce spurious or uninterpretable values, or they may damage patients. In addition, resources should be spent only for truly beneficial devices. The types of evidence that this essay describes for use in technology assessment include questions concerning data reliability, data interpretability, and data outcome. Considerable evidence bearing on technology assessment has already been amassed. I propose synthesizing this evidence by meta-analysis. Additional primary studies of technology assessment are also needed.